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Did you know? 
 

Vaughan Williams’ first published work was the song Linden Lea (1901-2).  
This short and relatively simple piece became extremely popular, 

eventually making more money than any of his other compositions. 
 

As a student at the Royal College of Music, Vaughan Williams made 

friends with Gustav Holst, who later wrote The Planets, and Leopold 
Stokowski, who moved to America and achieved popular fame as the 

conductor in Walt Disney’s Fantasia.  Over the years, Stokowski did much 
to bring Vaughan Williams’ music to American audiences. 
 

Donna Nobis Pacem was not the only time Vaughan Williams set the 
poetry of Walt Whitman: Toward the Unknown Region (1907), A Sea 

Symphony (1909) and several songs all draw upon the poet’s work.  
Vaughan Williams was introduced to Whitman’s poetry by a fellow student 

at Cambridge – the philosopher, Bertrand Russell. 
 

While Vaughan Williams was music editor of the English Hymnal (1904- 

1906) he adapted a number of folk melodies to use as hymn tunes: O 

Little Town of Bethlehem is one example.  He also composed some new 
tunes, of which For All the Saints and Come Down, O Love Divine are the 

best known.  He said: ‘Two years of close association with some of the 
best (as well as some of the worst) tunes in the world was a better 

musical education than any amount of sonatas and fugues’.  
 

Vaughan Williams made many trips into the countryside to collect 

traditional folk songs and carols.  In 1919, he collected the Sussex Carol 
(which may be heard as part of our Carol Concert in December) from a 

lady called Harriet Verral of Monks Gate near Horsham.  
 

 

********** 
As a student in Milan, Puccini was assisted by funds from a great-uncle 
and a stipend from Queen Margherita, but still lived in relative poverty.  

Financial concerns continued throughout his difficult early years as a 
composer: he could only continue to write opera because his publisher 

subsidised him from his own pocket.  These experiences may well have 
contributed to Puccini’s notorious ‘closeness’ with money when he finally 

became rich and successful. 
 

Puccini loved to hunt, and from his home on the shores of Lake 

Massaciuccoli near Florence, he indulged his passion for shooting wild 
ducks and other game birds.  He was also an enthusiast for fast boats and 

cars, and came close to being killed in a major car accident in 1903. 
 

As a chain smoker of cigars and cigarettes, Puccini eventually suffered 

from throat cancer. He died in 1924 of a heart attack, following 
experimental treatment using radiation therapy. 
 

Three of Puccini's works are in the current ‘Top Ten’ of all operas 
performed throughout the world: La Bohème (2nd place), Tosca (5th 

place) and Madama Butterfly (7th place).  His popularity is such that his 
music has not only been heard in Opera Houses, Concert Halls and 

Churches, but also on Juke Boxes, popular TV and Radio Shows, Feature 
Films and at Football Matches. 



Conductor and Accompanist 
 

Jozik Kotz              

Conductor and Musical Director 
 

Jozik was born in Oxford.  After reading music at 

the University of York he won a postgraduate 
scholarship to the Guildhall School of Music and 

Drama.  He was a finalist in the Kathleen Ferrier, 
Royal Overseas League and Richard Tauber 

competitions and winner of the South East Arts 
competition, which led to his debut at the Wigmore 

Hall. 
 

As a conductor and animateur, Jozik has devised 

and implemented projects for a variety of arts organisations including 
Making Music, Welsh National Opera, Glyndebourne, the Royal Opera, 

ENO Baylis and the de La Warr Pavilion.  He is also a national choral 
trainer for Youth Music. 
 

As a singer, Jozik has performed roles for the English National Opera, 
Royal Opera, Glyndebourne, Opera Factory, Garsington and Grange Park.  

In Europe he has sung in Paris, Vienna, Zurich, Madrid, Antwerp, Aix en 
Provence and Lisbon.  He has sung at the Proms, and with the BBC 

Symphony, London Philharmonic, Philharmonia and English Chamber 
orchestras. 
 

CD Recording include three for Hyperion records, the première of   
Turnage’s The Silver Tassie for Deutsche Grammophon and the Paray 

Mass with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, which was nominated for 
a Grammy Award. 
 

He has been Musical Director of Hailsham Choral Society since 2006.  
 
 
 

Colin Hughes 

Rehearsal Accompanist  
 

In September this year, after the sad departure of Marion Nicholls due to 

ill health, we were pleased to welcome Colin Hughes as our regular 

rehearsal accompanist.  Colin studied piano and violin at Trinity College of 

Music and whilst living in North London played in orchestras and chamber 

groups, gave solo recitals and drummed for a rock band. He also held a 

number of organist and choirmaster posts in London and Hertfordshire.  

Four years ago he moved to Eastbourne with his wife and two children to 

take up the post of Director of Music at Bede's Preparatory School.  Since 

then, Colin has become well known locally as an accompanist and 

performer and we are delighted to have him with us. 
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British Carols for a Jubilee Year 
 

Thursday 20th December 2012 at 7.30pm 
 

The Community Hall, Hailsham 
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John Stainer 
 

 

Good Friday, 29th March 2013, time tba 
 

St Mary’s Church, Hailsham 
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 Friends of Hailsham Choral Society 
 

We are fortunate to have a number of people, including partners and family members, 

who regularly attend our concerts and support us in a great many other ways.  We 

would like to thank them all and acknowledge their loyal support. 
 

If you would like to become a ‘Friend’ of the Choir and receive details of our 

programme, please complete the form below and give it to any Choir member.  

Alternatively, please email our Secretary at: 
 

friends@hailshamchoral.org 
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Address … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … …  

 

... … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … 

 

Post code … … … … … … … … … … Email … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … ... 


